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On the outside of Professor Charles
Baron’s East Wing office door, a
Xeroxed Dan Wasserman cartoon

of two doughy men drinking coffee reads:
“What is Congress saying about death with
dignity?” “If a doctor lets you die...that’s
criminal,” says Man One; Man Two deliv-
ers the punch line: “If your HMO lets you
die...that’s business.”

For Buzzy Baron (“Charles” is used
only by cold-callers, and the nickname-
averse, he explains), the cartoon reflects
both his spirited humor and his life’s work:

As a litigator, activist, legal writer, profes-
sor, and former associate dean, Baron has
spent the last four-and-a-half decades dedi-
cated to patients’ rights and issues of con-
stitutional law. 

Nearly forty of those years have been
spent at Boston College Law School, where
his various constitutional law classes have
long been a staple of the student experi-
ence. His early courses were among the
first to award academic credit for clinical
work (a 1971 Council on Legal Education
and Professional Responsibility grant he

procured also funded the first full-time
Legal Assistance Bureau staff member, said
colleague and former student Professor
Robert Bloom ’71). But it is equally Baron’s
work outside the classroom—as a past
president of the Massachusetts ACLU and
the author of myriad articles on bioethics
and two books on constitutional rights—
that has earned him invitations to testify
before Congress, as well as speaking and
teaching opportunities around the world.

“[Baron] is a true civil libertarian deeply
invested in protecting the right to live and
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A Matter of Life and Death 
BARON’S PEERLESS ADVOCACY FOR DIGNITY
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Dean John Garvey says of Baron, "There is no one I would trust more with an important decision.”
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Four Join Faculty
BRING DIVERSE EXPERTISE

As part of an ambitious effort to add
ten new faculty members, the Law
School has hired four young schol-

ars for the 2009-2010 academic year. The
decision to proceed with hiring even during
the economic downturn has given the Law
School a competitive edge over peer
schools in attracting top candidates.

“I’m very pleased to welcome such tal-
ented new faculty members,” said Dean
John Garvey. “They will each bring extra-
ordinary academic credentials as well as a
passion for research and for teaching.”

Richard Albert received his BA degree
from Yale University, Bachelor of Civil Law
Degree from Oxford University, JD from
Yale Law School, and LLM from Harvard
University. He was a senior editor of the
Yale Law Journal and member of the Black
Law Students Association. Later, he clerked
for Chief Justice Beverley McLachlin of the
Canada Supreme Court and worked for
Skadden, Arps in New York. Albert will
teach constitutional and comparative law.

A native of Brazil, Paulo Barrozo holds a
Bachelor of Laws and a PhD in political sci-
ence from Rio de Janeiro University. He came
to the US in 2002 to study at Harvard Law
School, where he earned an LLM degree and
is finishing his SJD. He will teach criminal
law, criminal procedure, and moral theory.

Daniel Lyons received his AB and JD from
Harvard University, where he was editor and
parliamentarian of the Harvard Law Review.
He clerked for the Hon. Cynthia Holcomb Hall
of the US Court of Appeals for the Ninth Cir-
cuit and has been practicing energy, telecommu-
nications, and administrative law at Munger,
Tolles in Los Angeles. He will teach property,
telecommunications, and administrative law.

Intisar Rabb earned her BA at George-
town, where she studied Arabic and govern-
ment. She received her JD from Yale Law
School, was development editor of the Yale
Journal of International Law, and is finishing
her PhD in Near Eastern Studies at Prince-
ton. Rabb clerked for the Hon. Thomas
Ambro of the US Court of Appeals for the
Third Circuit. She will teach criminal law,
statutory interpretation, and Islamic Law.

die with dignity,” said George Annas, a 
former BC Law professor and now a pro-
fessor and chair of the department of
health law, bioethics, and human rights at
the Boston University School of Public
Health. Both before the bench and behind
the desk, says Annas, Baron has argued for
the elderly, the terminally ill, the unborn:
an institutionalized patient refusing forced
medication; the fetus of a mentally-ill
devout Catholic woman opposed to abor-
tion whose family petitioned the court for
termination. In a 1986 Massachusetts
Supreme Judicial Court case regarding the
right to refuse life-prolonging treatment,
Baron’s amicus brief for the ACLU in sup-
port of the patient, a man in a permanent
vegetative state, informed the precedent-
setting four-to-three decision granting the
patient’s right. 

“Along with his great intelligence and
warm humanity, what I admire most about
Professor Baron is his integrity,” said BC
Law Dean John Garvey. “In his teaching,
his service, and his role in institutional gov-
ernance he acts in a way that is consistent
with his scholarship. Buzzy really believes
in academic freedom, the role of reason in
our affairs, and the dignity of every person.
There is no one I would trust more with an
important decision.”

An easy conversationalist with a quick
wit, Baron said he didn’t set out to pursue
bioethics in particular; in fact, he didn’t set
out to be a lawyer. Instead, he “stumbled
toward the profession,” he said shaking his
head, when his law-school-bound college
roommate persuaded him to take the
LSAT. Over the next six years, he would
attend both Harvard Law School and the
University of Pennsylvania, where, with a
law degree under his belt, he enrolled anew
in a graduate program for philosophy. 

Ultimately, though, law won out; a
teaching job he took at Penn Law School to
tide him over while writing his philosophy
dissertation “finally just clicked,” he

recalled. “Law was essentially philosophy
applied to real life.”

After spending two years teaching law
in his hometown of Philadelphia and two
more working at a Philadelphia law firm,
in the late 1960s, Baron’s passion for
human rights led him to a position as the
chief of the law reform unit at Philadel-
phia’s Community Legal Services—“a
dream job for a litigator,” he said, clapping
his hand to his chest. It was there among
landlord/tenant issues, allegations of first
amendment trampling, and bait-and-
switch cases that he encountered his first
medical ethics case: a veteran who was
being denied renal dialysis by the Veterans
Administration (ultimately, the VA caved
and a few years later, Congress passed leg-
islation guaranteeing such rights). 

Although tragedy has struck his own
life—Baron lost his first wife to cancer in
1985—his work in medical ethics, he said,
does not stem from his own experience.
Rather, it is an issue that combines all of his
interests, from philosophy to individual
rights to human dignity. 

Now remarried with four children,
Baron delights in time spent with family
(“not that I’m biased, but isn’t he a great
kid?” he beams, when his youngest son, a
BC freshman, drops by his office). His life

beyond law is a full one. An avid sailor,
gardener, and now, proud grandfather, he
treasures his time outside the office.

These days, that office, once packed
end-to-end with books on bowing shelves,
is empty. At the end of this academic year,
Baron left the BC Law campus to embark
on a year of research before officially retir-
ing in June 2010, his fortieth year at the
Law School. 

“There was a time in my life I thought
I’d never spend more than two or three
years in any job,” he said, gesturing toward
his newly stark desk top. “Now it’s hard to
imagine a life spent any other way.”

—Cara Feinberg

MEDICAL ETHICS WAS AN ISSUE that combined 

all of Baron’s interests, from philosophy to individual 

rights to human dignity.


