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Radcliffe Quarterly—Summer 2008
Features

“Resources I never expected to see as an undergraduate”
 

Carol K. Pforzheimer Student Fellowships at the Schlesinger Library
 

Catherine Jampel ’08 was drawn by her fascination with religious visual art; for Abigail  Wright ’08, it was the history
of lead poisoning. Both students came to the Schlesinger Library to pursue independent research projects, hoping
to mine its vast collection of original documents: Wright, a history and science major, would sift  through the papers
of Alice Hamilton, a pioneering scientist in industrial medicine who created hygiene and safety standards for the
US lead industry in the 1920s and ’30s; Jampel, a history and literature major, would immerse herself in the letters
and artwork of Sister Corita Kent, a Christian artist whose bold strokes of color appear—among many other
locations—on a landmark Boston gas tank towering over Interstate 93.

As two of the fourteen undergraduates to receive 2007–2008 Carol K. Pforzheimer Fellowships, Wright and
Jampel were awarded stipends to support them in their work with the Schlesinger Library’s holdings (which are also
open to the public). With approximately three thousand unique manuscript collections, more than ninety thousand
photographic images, and nearly as many printed volumes, including rare books, recent monographs, and
hundreds of periodicals, the library’s collections provide unparalleled primary sources—“resources I never expected
to see as an undergraduate researcher,” says Wright.

For Jampel, whose Pforzheimer project was a precursor to her thesis, the Schlesinger’s collection of handwritten
letters to Sister Corita Kent—thank-you notes, fan letters, personal correspondence—provided some of her
strongest material. “These were testimonials of Sister Corita’s powerful impact on individuals’ lives,” Jampel says of
the letters. “When you can hold them, feel them, and smell them, you feel like you’re entering her world.”
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